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Arthur Hills played formative role at Grand Valley
Arthur Hills, a pioneer professor and 
administrator at Grand Valley, died March 31 
in Grand Rapids. He was 92.
Hills, a musician and music instructor, was 
Grand Valley’s first fine arts professor, a past 
academic officer, Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees and the composer of Grand Valley’s 
alma mater, “Hail to Thee Grand Valley.”
Hills began his career at Grand Valley as one of 
the original 14 faculty members in 1963. He 
served as a music professor when classes first 
began at what was then Grand Valley State 
College. The next year he was appointed 
assistant dean of the college and in 1966 he 
became associate dean of Academic Affairs. 
He also coordinated the college’s Teaching 
Preparation Program. In 1971, Hills was 
appointed vice president for Administration 
and chief academic officer, and became 
founding director of the Performing 
Arts Center. In 1978 he became executive  
assistant to President Arend D. Lubbers 
and Secretary of the Board of Trustees, a 
position he held until his retirement  
in 1987.
“Art Hills contributed to the establishment 
of Grand Valley,” said Lubbers. “He 
influenced its academic development, 
and his positive spirit at the beginning 
contributed significantly to the way Grand 
Valley operates today. Working with Art 
for many years was a pleasure for me. 
To understand Grand Valley in its early  
years you have to be aware of Art Hills’ 
contributions.”
The Arthur C. Hills Living Center on the 
Allendale Campus is named for him, 
as is the Arthur C. Hills Music Scholarship 
and the Art Hills Spirit Award. A memorial service will be held on campus  later this spring.
Across Campus
Participants ready for 
Student Scholars Day
More than 400 students will be involved 
in presentations during the 18th annual 
Student Scholars Day, set for April 10.
Poster and oral presentations will be held 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center 
and Henry Hall. Oral presentations, 
performances and panel presentations will 
also be held in the Kirkhof Center. View the 
schedule online at www.gvsu.edu/ssd.
Susan Mendoza, director of the Office of 
Undergraduate Research and Scholarship, 
said it’s thrilling to see this annual event 
grow not only in numbers but also in 
diversity of majors and disciplines. 
Caitlin Leslie, a senior majoring in geology, 
said she jumped at the chance to participate 
again in SSD. Leslie’s mentor was Patricia 
Videtich, professor of geology. Her presentation 
focuses on an unusual sedimentary structure 
collected from northern Kentucky.
Leslie said this project stemmed from 
a presentation she completed in 2012. 
“Presenting at SSD last year offered 
invaluable presentation experience that 
prepared me for presenting at national 
meetings this year,” she said. 
Andrew Lund, a senior majoring in Classics, is 
also a returning SSD participant. This year, he 
will give two presentations; his mentors were 
Diane Rayor, professor of Classics, and Sigrid 
Danielson, associate professor of art and design.
Lund said he refocused his 2012 SSD 
presentation for a conference hosted by the 
Classical Association of the Middle West 
and South-Southern Section in Florida.
SSD 2013 will conclude with a presentation 
from keynote speaker Jonathan Gottschall. His 
presentation, “The Storytelling Animal: How 
Stories Make Us Human” is set for 6 p.m. 
in Kirkhof Center, room 2204.
Weeklong celebration 
planned for student 
employees
With more than 3,500 student employees at  
Grand Valley this academic year, it’s no wonder 
the campus community is able to run as 
smoothly as it does.
The Student Employment Office will host the 
annual Student Employee Appreciation Week 
this year from April 8-12. 
“I couldn’t begin to do my job without the  
students who work alongside me and bring  
such value and fresh perspective each day,” said 
LeaAnn Tibbe, assistant director for the 
Office of Student Life.
Hills, pictured instructing students, began his career at Grand 
Valley as one of 14 original faculty members. 
A student presents her project at last year’s Student 
Scholars Day. This year’s event is set for April 10. 
continues on page 2
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Angela Caruso, KCON 
Academic Advisor
According to Angela Caruso, having an 
advisor to help navigate students through 
all aspects of their journey is an essential 
part of the college experience.
This could be the very reason Caruso was 
recently selected as this year’s Advising Award 
– Primary Role recipient presented each year by 
the Michigan Academic Advising Association. 
In her role at Grand Valley, Caruso serves as 
the academic advisor for the Kirkhof College of 
Nursing and the Student Nurses Association. 
“I work with students on all aspects of 
the advising process from day one of their 
journey all they way up until they graduate 
from the nursing program,” said Caruso. “My 
goal is to give them a full sense of the health 
care field and how nursing fits into that.”
Kristin Norton, director of the KCON Office 
of Student Services, nominated Caruso for the 
competitive process. 
“Nothing has been 
more evident than the 
positive impact and 
the outstanding service 
Angela provides to both 
nursing students and to 
the college,” she said. 
“She is an outstanding 
academic advisor, 
mentor and colleague.”
For Caruso, being able 
to walk with students 
through their college experience and being 
able to guide and support them along the way 
is the part of her job that she enjoys the most. 
“Working with and advising college 
students is what I feel called to do, so to 
be able to be recognized for that in this 
way is an incredible honor,” she said. 
She received the award April 5 at the 2013 
NACADA Regional Conference in Kalamazoo. 
GVFaces
Students Bryan Beran, Rosie Cool and Amber Cullison said that working 
for the Office of Student Life has both connected them with the university 
and helped them to grow professionally. “I truly appreciate how much the 
Office of Student Life and Grand Valley values and invests in us as both 
employees and students,” said Cullison. “I also appreciate their flexibility 
and willingness to work with our schedules.”
Some of the largest employers of students on campus are Campus Dining, 
Athletics, Facilities Services, Office of Student Life and the Student 
Academic Success Center. Studies conducted by the National Association 
of Student Employment Administrators show that “students who work, 
do as well or better academically than students who do not work.”  
Anna Hesselschwerdt, a student who works for the History Department, 
said, “Having an on-campus job made me grow up very quickly, and 
through my experiences, I have developed organizational skills and 
become more efficient as both a student and an employee.”
Student Appreciation Week events include:
• Office Decorating and Photo Contest, April 8: Students can win a pizza 
party for their office by decorating their workplace and sending a photo to 
studentjobs@gvsu.edu by 1 p.m. on April 9. Voting will take place online.
• Volleyball Tournament and Hot Dog Roast, April 10, noon-1 p.m., 
Robinson Field: Students and their coworkers can compete for a trophy 
and office lunch party by competing in the first annual tournament. The 
deadline to register is April 5. 
• Indulge Day, April 11, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Kirkhof Center, 2204: Student 
employees are invited to indulge in desserts and massages. 
• Night with the Griffins, April 12, Van Andel Arena: Tickets are $5 
and $8 for supervisors and guests, and can be picked up at the Student 
Employment Office in the Student Services Building. 
Event details are at www.gvsu.edu/studentjobs.
Grand Valley mourns death of           
former dean
Nancy Harper, a former Grand Valley dean of social sciences and director 
of ALERT Labs, died March 19. She was 66.
Harper served as a tenure-track university faculty member and scholar 
before coming to Grand Valley in 1994 as dean of the Social Sciences 
Division. In 1999 she became a professor in the School of 
Communications and began working with Alcohol Education, Research 
and Training (ALERT) Labs, a program aimed at reducing student binge 
drinking. Harper retired from Grand Valley in 2006.
Harper is the designer of the 2004 U.S. Department of Education ALERT 
Model Prevention Program. 
A memorial and remembrance celebration will be held April 14 at 10 a.m. 
at the North Alano Club in Grand Rapids. In lieu of flowers, the family is 
requesting donations be made to Gilda’s Club in Grand Rapids.
continued from page 1
Angela Caruso
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Campus Dining is one of the largest employers of students on campus. Pictured are 
students working at Fresh Food Company. 
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Lecture to address 
religious freedom
An interfaith activist from the Detroit area will 
explore how the common concept of religious 
freedom fails to embrace the right to freedom 
from religious intrusion and exploitation, 
during a presentation of the 2013 Rabbi Philip 
Sigal Memorial Lecture.
“Religious Freedom, Predatory Proselytism & 
The Case for Pluralism,” is the title of the 
lecture to be presented by Padma Kuppa on  
Monday, April 8, at 7 p.m. in the DeVos Center, 
Loosemore Auditorium.
“Predatory proselytism” is a term used to 
describe various unethical methods used in the  
attempt to gain converts. Kuppa will make a 
case for pluralism, and discuss how the  
existence of groups with different ethnic, 
religious, or political backgrounds within 
one society can work only if they respect  
others’ beliefs and practices.
Kuppa is an IT professional in the automotive 
industry and a columnist for Patheos.com. She  
focuses on interreligious cooperation as an 
executive council member of the Hindu 
American Foundation. This event is sponsored 
by the Interfaith Dialogue Association and the  
Kaufman Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley.  
It is open to the public and free; for more  
information, call x15702.
Counseling Center 
to host screenings
The Counseling and Career Development 
Center will join National Alcohol Screening 
Day and provide confidential screenings on 
Thursday, April 11.
Participants will fill out a brief questionnaire 
and can meet with a counselor to discuss the 
results. Screenings will be held at the  
locations and times below.
• Kirkhof Center lobby: noon-2 p.m.
• Kleiner Commons: noon-2 p.m.
• DeVos Center: noon-2 p.m.
• Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences  
lobby: noon-2 p.m.
• Campus Recreation Center: 4-6 p.m.
• Counseling Center: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
For more information, contact the 
Counseling Center at x13266.
Center seeks art to 
display in office
The Women’s Center is seeking submissions 
of artwork from students, faculty and staff 
members and community members to be 
displayed throughout the center next year. The  
deadline to submit art is April 12. 
The entries will be reviewed by a jury and there 
will be a reception to celebrate and recognize 
the artists and their artwork in September. 
For more information, call x12748.
Irwin Fund Golf 
Outing scheduled
The 41st Annual Irwin Athletic Fund Golf  
Outing & Social is scheduled for Thursday, 
June 6, at The Meadows.
Registration times are 6:30 a.m. and noon p.m.  
Teams of four can choose a morning (7:30 
a.m.) or afternoon (1:30 p.m.) tee time.  Cost for 
faculty, staff and adjuncts is $100 for 18 holes.
Proceeds from the scramble benefit the 
Charles H. Irwin Athletic Fund. A continental 
breakfast will be served at 6:30 a.m., and 
lunch will be at 12:30 p.m. Guests can attend 
the luncheon only for $25. There will also 
be a cash bar/hors d’oeuvres at 6:30 p.m.
You can register online at www.gvsulakers.
com/irwinclub/golfouting. The deadline 
to register is May 24. Questions can be 
directed to Janine Warfield at x12330.
Writers Series features 
diverse genres
Three writers from diverse backgrounds, 
who work in a variety of genres, will 
be featured at the Grand Valley Writers 
Series: First Books Festival.
Poet Glenn Shaheen, novelist V. V. 
Ganeshananthan, and short story writer Amina 
Gautier will give presentations throughout the 
day, Thursday, April 11. All events are open 
to the public with free admission.
A panel discussion about publishing is planned 
from 2:30-3:30 p.m. in Kirkhof Center, 
room 2215/2216. All three writers will give 
a reading, beginning at 7:30 p.m., in Kirkhof 
Center, room 2215/2216. Throughout the 
afternoon, each writer will participate in 
individual Q & As from 4-5:15 p.m. These are 
primarily class visits, but open to the public.
Shaheen visits Writing 320, Lake Superior 
Hall, room 136; Gautier visits Writing 430, Au 
Sable Hall, room 1136; Ganeshananthan visits 
Writing 430, Niemeyer Honors Hall, room 220.
For more information, contact Caitlin Horrocks, 
assistant professor in the Writing  
Department, at x18022.
What’s Ahead
Across Campus
Renovations to Zumberge 
Library underway
Fencing around portions of Zumberge Library marks the beginning of 
renovations and construction of an addition to the existing building.
The completion 
this summer of the 
Mary Idema Pew 
Library Learning 
and Information 
Commons creates 
the opportunity for 
repurposing Zumberge, 
which will be called 
James H. Zumberge 
Hall when it reopens 
as a centrally located 
administration building 
in May 2014. The 
creation of office space 
will reopen classroom 
space in other campus buildings that had been turned into offices.
The university has been planning for this project for years and will not 
need to raise tuition to provide funding. The $22 million project will 
be funded through university-issued bonds and Campus Development 
Funds. The Board of Trustees, at its November 2 meeting, approved the 
selection of VIA Design as the architect/engineer for the renovation of 
Zumberge Library and the selection of Wolverine Building Group as con-
struction manager. 
The construction caused handicapped parking spaces at the southwest 
corner of Zumberge to be enclosed within the construction fencing. To 
accommodate the parking loss, additional handicapped parking spaces 
have been added to Lot M at the best possible location, immediately south 
of the walkway between Lake Michigan Hall and Lake Ontario Hall.
Fencing around Zumberge Library marks the 
beginning of renovations to the building. 
Honors society induction
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Pictured are students who were inducted into Gamma Theta Upsilon, the 
international geographic honors society. From left, Melissa Salich, Nathaniel 
Oosterhouse, Sara Mussman, Damon Fortney, Alyssa Ellen, Kristin Heisner, 
Rebekah Watkins, Alexander Ebenstein, Shea Anderson, Kelsey Schoenborn 
and Diane Panaccio.
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In the News
Lisa Sisson, assistant professor of hospitality 
and tourism management, was interviewed 
by WOOD-TV for a story about the station’s 
Connecting with Community award.
Sketches 
Angela Caruso, academic advisor for 
Kirkhof College of Nursing, received the 
Advising Award-Primary Role from the 
Michigan Academic Advising Association. 
The award was presented at the NACADA 
Regional Conference in Kalamazoo. 
Charles Pazdernik, associate professor of 
Classics, gave a presentation, “Belisarius’ 
Second Occupation of Rome and Pericles’ 
Last Speech,” at Shifting Frontiers in 
Late Antiquity X: Shifting Genres in 
Late Antiquity in Ottawa, Canada.
Ranelle Brew, assistant professor of allied 
health sciences, gave a presentation, “Collegiate 
Service Learning Through International 
Partnership: GVSU and the Philippines,” at 
the Third International Conference on Health, 
Wellness and Society in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Mark Staves, professor of biology, received
a grant from the Michigan Space Consortium 
and NASA for a project, “Single Cell System 
to Investigate Molecular Events in Plant 
Gravity Sensing.”
Valerie Rhodes-Sorrelle, senior strategic 
sourcing specialist, was named president 
of the National Association of Educational 
Procurement. She will be inducted at the 
association’s annual meeting in Florida.
Freshman Academy staff members Sulari 
White, Linda Rettig, Gary King and 
Courtney Banks gave a presentation, 
“Don’t Enable, Empower! Comprehensive 
Academic Advising and Support Program 
for Conditionally Admitted Students,” at the 
NACADA Region 5 Conference in Kalamazoo.
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, presented at the Lake 
Erie Center, University of Toledo, on March 21, 
where he presented a talk on “Ecosystem 
Restoration from the Everglades to the  
Great Lakes: Fact, Fiction and (occasional)  
Frustration.”
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., April 8
Noon: Women’s Commission General 
Meeting. 1142 KC. Email wcommission@
gvsu.edu for more information. 
1 p.m.: Improve Retention Webinar. 2263 KC. 
3 p.m.: “Wang Xizhi as a Corresponent: 
Episolary Authenticity and Convention in 
Early Medieval China.” Presented by Antje 
Richter. MAK-1-184. Email smithcu@gvsu.
edu for more information. 
4:30 p.m.: “Before Laozi became a Daoist.” 
Presented by Matthias L. Richter.         
MAK-1-184. Email smithcu@gvsu.edu for 
more information. 
Tues., April 9
Noon: Weight Watchers at Work. 2266 KC. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness/
weight-watchers-work-101.htm to register.
Wed., April 10
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
Noon: Arts at Noon Series: GVSU Faculty 
String Trio. CDC. Visit gvsu.edu/music for 
more information.
6 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film 
Series: “A Separation.” 114 LMH. Call 
x12195 for more information.
8 p.m.: University Singers and Cantate 
Chamber Ensemble. CDC. Call x13484 for 
more information.
Thurs., April 11
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for more information.
8:30 a.m.: Excellence Series: “Problem Solving 
and Decision Making,” by Renwick Brutus. 
2266 KC. Call x12215 for more information. 
8:30 a.m.: VAGTC Presents: “Culture Briefing: 
Middle East.” Bike Factory. Register at 
gvsu.edu/vagtc/training-events.htm. Call 
x16811 for more information. 
9 a.m.: TIAA-CREF Retirement Planning 
Individual Appointments. 2227 KC. Visit 
www.tiaa-cref.org/events to schedule an 
appointment.
Noon: Flourish At Work: “Performing at your 
Peak and Managing a Successful Career.” 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
5:30 p.m.: Grounds for Groundswell fund-
raiser. Grand Rapids Art Museum. Call 
x16240 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theatre at GV presents: “The Good 
Person of Setzuan.” LAT, PAC. $10. Visit 
gvsu.edu/theatre for more information.
Fri., April 12
2 p.m.: AWRI seminar: “The P paradigm in 
Great Lakes management and new meth-
ods for exploring nutrient controls on phy-
toplankton,” by Ralph E. H. Smith. Multi-
purpose room, Lake Michigan Center, 
Muskegon. 
7:30 p.m.: Theatre at GV presents: “The Good 
Person of Setzuan.” LAT, PAC. $10. Visit 
gvsu.edu/theatre for more information.
Sat., April 13
8:30 a.m.: Don Lubbers Cup Regatta. Spring 
Lake Yacht Club. Visit facebook.com/lub-
berscup for more information.
11 a.m.: GV Car Show 2013. Parking Lot H. 
Visit gvcarshow.com for more information.
2 p.m.: Theatre at GV presents: “The Good 
Person of Setzuan.” LAT, PAC. $10. Visit 
gvsu.edu/theatre for more information.
Sports
Wed., April 10
3 p.m.: Softball hosts Lake Superior State 
University. 
Sat., April 13
1 p.m.: Baseball hosts Walsh University. 
Sun., April 14
Noon: Baseball hosts Walsh University. 
